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County Hospital Boards - Nursing
Homes - Funds - Hospitals

County hospital board funds can-
not be expended or alloted to any
institution or organization over
which the hospital board does not
have direct control or super-
vision.

Dear Mr. Reynolds:

This office is in receipt of your request for an opinion
which poses the following guestion:

Would the Board of Directors of the Chilton
County Hospital and Nursing Home be author-
ized to make a contribution of Board money
to partially finance the operation of a
health care center or «c¢linic in Chilton
County, but not in conjunction with the
operation of the Chilton County Hospital
and Nursing Home?

It is the opinion of this office that your guestion
should be answered in the negative. The Chilton County
Hospital and Nursing Home is incorporated under the provisions
of §§22-21-70, et seq., Code of Alabama 1975.
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This office has previously addressed this question in an
Opinion to Honorable Dean H. Byrd, Sr., Quarterly Reports of
the Attorney General, Volume 136 at page 23. In that opinion,

the hospital in question, which was organized under the same
act as the Chilton County Hospital, was determined to be
unauthorized to expend funds to finance the nursing program at
George C. Wallace Junior College. The pertinent portion of

that opinion
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Sincerely,

CHARLES A. GRADDICK
ATTORNEY GENERAL
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ALGERT S. RICOLA, JR.
Assistant Attorney General
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jon July 30, 1969
s Honorable Dean H. Byrd, Sr.
not Administrator
Southeast Alabama General Hospital
. Post Office Rox 2007
Iso Dothan, Alabams 36301
, it '
Ive Hospital—Nurses—SchooIs—Colleges and Universities.
ten 1. The Southeast Alabama General Hospital may not
_595 _ under the provsions of applicable statutes make expen-
TEH l ditures or contributions to the George C. Wallace Jun-
ase - lor College for the purpose of financially assisting in
ers the joint conduct of a formel program of associate de-
e gree nursing in order to provide approval training for
reguired professional personnel.
sed 2. The Southeast Alabama General Hospital may not
be make expenditures for services, material and/or sup-
xes Dlies essential to the jeint conducting of a school of
as nursing by its hospital and the George C. Wallace Jun-
eSS tor College,
;1" Opinion by Assistant Attorney General Hart.
Y
Dear Sir: )
Your request for an opinion of July 17, 1969 is as follows:
Ty “The Houston County Hospital Board incorporated under pro-
wnd visions of Act No. 48 of the Legislature of Alabama (approved
Tis June 2, 1949), owns and operates this institution under pro-
‘::i visions and subsequent amendments of Act No. 46.
' “Provisions of the Act, as recorded in Title 22, Section 204,
apparently give clear authorization for us to conduct a nurses'
- training scheol. Copies of portions of Title 22, Section 204,
the to which we refer, are attached hereto as reference. We began
or preliminary investigational work to determine the practical and
ny economic feasibility of establishing a three year diploma school
ite, of nursing several years ago and were immediately convinced
la. that the proposed school was far beyond our financial re-
ity ' sources,
in “The shortage of trained ‘nurses is an apparent and undisputed
hor fact in most if not ‘every community in our State. Our in-
‘ihe : ' stitution, as well as those in the surrounding area, faces seri- :
ty ous operational problems unless an approved program of nurse
training is instituted as quickly as possible. T ) :
.“In receht&ea'r_s 6t_.1r,:“State hajs, 'through the State Board of |
Nursing begun ‘accepting candidates for examination and reg- !
istry who are graduates of approved two-year Associate Degree :
training programs which are most Irequently conducted through I
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junior colieges. We have urged our own George C. Wallace
Junior College officials to implement such a program with our
collaboration and every possible assistance, Junior College
officials have responded to our request and are attempting to
establish a program in September of this year. It is intended
that this institution provide its facilities as the clinical affiliat-
ing agency in conducting the total program of training. It is
also our desire to make expenditure of our funds to assist
in defraying costs involved in conducting the school of nursing
even though the school is being conducted under administration
of another State agency, the George C. Wallace Juniar College,

“(1) May we the Southeast Alabama General Hospital, under
the provisions of applicable statutes, make expenditures
to the George C. Wallace Junior College for the purpose
of financially assisting in the joint conduct of a formal
program of Associate Degree Nursing in arder to provide
approved training for required professional personnel?

“(2} May we, the Southeast Alabama General Hospital, make
expenditures for services, materials and/or supplies essen-
tial to the joint congducting of a school of nursing by this
hospital and the George C. Wallace Junior College?

“We respectfully request your opinicn on our request at your
earliest convenience.”

It is my opinion that both of your inquiries should be answered in
the negative, You may not pay from the funds of the Southeast Ala-
bama General Hospital to the George C. Wallace Junior College to

assist in the joint conduct of a formal program of associate degree
nursing.

It appears that the Southeast Alabama General Hospital's Board
of Directors was incorporated under the provisions of Act No. 48,
General and Local Acts of Alabama 1949, page 68.

This hospital board is a part of a statewide plan to protect the
public health and to provide hospital treatment for those who have
heretofore possibly not enjoyed the benefits thereof. Quarterly Report
of the Attorney eneral, Volume 78, page 73.

This office has ruled that the purpose of Act No. 46, supra, is to
provide for an independent agency of the county which will supervise
the operaticn of hospitals and other health facilities of the county.
Quarterly Report of the Attorney General, Volume 68, page 186,

The term “hospital” is defined by the Act to include the plural
as well as the singular, and means public hospitals of all types, publie
clinics, public heelth centers and related puble health facilities, such
as laboratories, cut-patient departments, nurses’ homes and nurses’

training facilities, and central service facilities operated in connection
with public hospituls,
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The Act provides:

“It is the intention of the legislature by the passage of this aect
to authorize in each of the several counties of the state the or-
ganization of a public corporation for the purpose of acquiring
owning, and operating public hospitals and other public health
facilities in the county in which such corporation shzll be or-
ganized , ... "

[Emphasis supplied.}

The necessary power to acquire, construct, equip, enlarge, improve,
maintain and operate the hospital is given by Section 7 of said Act.

Section 7 of said Aect, supra, gives the hospital board the authority
to construct a nurses’ training facility. Upen construction of these
facilities, it becomes its further duty to operate and maintzin the sarne.
The law does not contemplate, nor does it provide, that the funds of
the hospital board can be expended or allotted to any institution or or-

ganization over which the hospital board has not direct control or
supervision,

Yours very truly,

MacDONALD GALLION
Attorney General

August 6, 1969
Honorable W. W. Elliott, President

Alabama Institute for Deaf and Blind
Talladega, Alabama 35160
Teachers—Alabama Institute for Deaf and Rlind.

Teachers employed by the Alabama Institute for Deaf and Blind
are not covered by the Alabama Teachers Tenure Law.

Opinjon by Assistant Attorneyv General Madison,

Dear Sir:

Your request for an officizl opinion of this office, bearing date of
July 24, 1869, is as follows:

“I would like an opinion from you regarding teachers who are
employed by the Alabama Institute for Deaf and Blind as to
whether or not they are covered under the provisions of the
Alabama Teachers Tenure Law as provided in the statutes of
the State of Alabama. The Alabama Institute is governed by
a Board of Trustees from the congressional districts of the
State and has no other regulatory body responsible for its
operation.
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